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reasons I hope that the Government will not be tempted too
much by sentiment, and will rather act, as we gather from
the speech of the Under-Secretary, not in accordance with
his principles but in accordance with the programme he has
inherited from other parties, and that the Government will,
as a matter of insurance, protect this country from the
danger of attacks from the air.'
It will readily be admitted that Captain Eden's first para-
graph in Parliament was the reverse of conciliatory:
Labour's moral plea dubbed as a * sentiment'—Conser-
vative policy put forward as insurance against Labour
principles. Captain Eden hurried on to his conclusion. * The
Under-Secretary asked what was meant by adequate pro-
tection, and he said he believed preparedness was not a good
weapon. That may be, but unpreparedness is a very much
worse weapon, and it is a double-edged one, likely to hurt
us very seriously. The Under-Secretary quoted an old
military maxim'—(Mr. Leach had remarked that the reso-
lution, divided as it was into two parts, reminded him of
an ancient military slogan, * Trust in God, but keep your
powder dry'. When he added that it was a cynical motto,
Labour members cheered. Mr. Eden was treading on
dangerous ground)—* I will quote one/ he continued,
* which is, that " Attack is the best form of defence ".'
This was more even than the customary indulgence and
courtesy could stand, and hon. members snouted * No, no!'
Captain Eden was not to be diverted from his attitude. * I
expected hon. members opposite would be a little surprised
at that doctrine: I was not suggesting that we should drop
our bombs on other countries but simply that we should
have the means at our disposal to answer any attack by an
attack. It is a natural temptation to hon. members opposite,
some of whose views on defence were fairly well known
during the years of the war, to adopt the attitude of that
very useful animal the terrier, and roll on their backs and
wave their paws in the air with a pathetic expression. But

